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Expanding the areas in which we need 
to coexist with nature, such as forests, 
rivers and the sea, the YKK Group aims 
to contribute to a sustainable society.

Humanity
&
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Expansion of “Cycle of Goodness” on a Global Scale
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An enterprise is an important member of society, and as 

such, it must coexist with the other elements of society. Its 

value will be recognized by the benefi ts it shares with soci-

ety. Tadao Yoshida, YKK’s founder, carefully considered this 

point as he planned his business endeavors, and he made the 

idea of “Cycle of Goodness” his fundamental philosophy of 

business. We retain this concept as the ongoing business 

philosophy of the YKK “Cycle of Goodness”—No one pros-

pers unless he renders benefi t to others. 

 Underpinned by this “Cycle of Goodness,” the YKK Group 

is expanding its business foundations with the aim of becom-

ing a truly international company. Currently, the Group has 

business bases in 71 countries and regions worldwide and 

has divided them into the six blocks of North and Central 

America, South America, EMEA (Europe, Middle East and 

Africa), East Asia, ASAO (ASEAN, South Asia and Oceania) 

and Japan. Under this “Global Management under a Six-

Block System,” which leverages various regional characteris-

tics, the YKK Group engages in business operations on a 

global scale.

The YKK Group conducts businesses worldwide in 71 countries and regions 
under a global management system that includes a six-block system.
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1  Statues of fi ve people (Tadao Yoshida, Hisamasa Yoshida, 
Hisamatsu Yoshida, Kiichi Yoshikawa and Toshio Takahashi), 
involved in the founding of YKK, stand in the atrium of the YKK 50 
Building and symbolize the passing of their achievements down to 
future generations

2  YKK’s founder Tadao Yoshida’s handwritten “Cycle of Goodness”
3  The YKK Group established its fi rst overseas subsidiary, YKK New 

Zealand Ltd. (1959)
4  YKK do Brasil Ltda (Brazil), harvesting coffee beans
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Manufacturing to Achieve Universal Quality
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Since 1934, when its former entity, San-es Shokai, was 

founded in Nihonbashi, Tokyo, the YKK Group has made 

steady efforts to improve quality. As part of such endeavors, 

the Group rapidly commenced the manufacture of high-quality 

zippers, while establishing an integrated production system, 

in which everything from spinning, aluminum alloys and man-

ufacturing machines are procured for use in house. Since its 

founding, The YKK Group’s manufacturing is underpinned by 

its devotion to quality. 

 Leveraging proprietary technological capabilities devel-

oped through its integrated production systems, the YKK 

Group is promoting environmental policy in all of its business 

categories. Specifi cally, the Group established a vision to 

develop and provide environment-friendly products and ser-

vices; created elemental technologies for metals, fi bers and 

plastics; adopted environment-responsive recycling technolo-

gy; and set up distribution, sales and manufacturing systems. 

By doing so, the Group will establish “Universal Quality” to 

steadily offer environment-friendly, high-quality products any-

where in the world.

To realize a low-carbon, recycling-oriented society, the YKK Group strictly 
follows a unique manufacturing style based on integrated production systems.

1  A spinning factory with 10,000 spinners (Fastening Products)
2  Aluminum casting process (Architectural Products)
3  Tadashi Koyama, who was accredited as the “Master Craftsman 

of Toyama” in the Mechanical Maintenance category
4  The “Emergency Unit” air tents for disasters using waterproof 

fasteners 
5  YKK AP’s APW 330 and APW 310 window brand series that con-

tribute to energy conservation 
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Environmental class for children of 
local kindergarten (Brazil)
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In Timeless Harmony with Regional Communities

We make fairness the fundamental standard for all YKK 

Group business activities, and our companies seek to delight 

our customers, earn the high regard of society and make our 

employees happy and proud. The YKK Group’s business 

activities are underpinned by its philosophy of “Cycle of 

Goodness”—No one prospers unless he renders benefi t to 

others. The YKK Group engages in various activities. For 

example, in India, the Group conducts social contribution 

activities based on its business expertise and supports wom-

en’s participation in society through the provision of opportu-

nities to acquire sewing and computer skills. The Group is 

also involved in educational activities, regional vitalization and 

support for international exchange, all of which are conducted 

regardless of the scope of business. Aiming to remain a 

company that is respected by local communities and trusted 

as a good corporate citizen, the YKK Group will make steady 

efforts to contribute to the development of new and greater 

cultural richness.

Underpinned by the philosophy of “Cycle of Goodness,” 
the YKK Group proactively engages in various social contribution activities.

The YKK Group’s Main Social Contribution Activities
1  Beautifi cation activities in local mountains and forests (South 

Korea)
2  Sweet potato harvesting with 227 nursery school children at the 

Company-owned farm (Japan)
3  Scholarship support for orphans (Indonesia) 
4  Free medical consultation (Bangladesh)
5  Social and occupational training center for women (India, opened 

in 2008)
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YKK Center Park open to the public (Kurobe City) 
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A Sustainable Society through Coexistence with Nature

Since its inauguration in 1955, the Kurobe offi ce has played a 

signifi cant role as the YKK Group’s core base of operations. 

The Kurobe offi ce is located at a site downstream of the 

Kurobe River, which is the largest alluvial fan in Japan and is 

fed by a number of large and small rivers, including the 

Kurobe River. The alluvial fan generates various types of 

water sources, such as spring water and underfl ow water, 

and the YKK Group has been blessed with such water in 

developing its businesses. Amid rapid globalization, coexis-

tence with nature has become an important social issue in 

various regional communities around the world. In pursuit of a 

sustainable society, the YKK Group believes that expanding 

the areas in which business activities can coexist harmonious-

ly with nature is a must. To that end, the Group holds the 

“YKK Group Tree Planting Day” at the time of the World 

Environment Day on June 5 every year to plant trees around 

the Group’s business facilities in Japan and overseas, while 

striving to develop “Furusato no Mori” (Hometown Forest) on 

the premise of the YKK Center Park. Underpinned by the 

“Cycle of Goodness,” the YKK Group will continue to serious-

ly implement the theory of biodiversity in its business activi-

ties with the aim of helping to establish a sustainable society.

The YKK Group aims to help establish a sustainable society 
by concentrating on biodiversity in its business activities. 

The YKK Group held the YKK Group 
Tree Planting Day around the world
1  Pakistan
2  Egypt
3  Shenzhen (China)
4  Turkey
5  U.S.A.
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