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The YKK Group Environment Committee has implemented 

group internal environmental audits since 1994. Every plant and 

office conducts voluntary internal environmental audits based on 

their environmental management systems.

For group internal environmental audits, company experts 

confirm that they meet the YKK Group's fundamental directives 

and policies for environmental management and that they are 

managing environmental risk.

In 2002 internal environmental audits were conducted at 3 

domestic plants. Even though we found that they were earnestly 

undertaking environmental improvement efforts and responding 

to environmental risk in accordance with their ISO 14001 

certified environmental management systems, we determined that 

there were areas where they were not completely meeting the 

YKK Group environmental management fundamental directives 

and fundamental policies. In addition to announcing the audit 

results at the audited plants and giving explanations about 

necessary reforms, a report was made to the environmental policy 

committee that will be used in reevaluating YKK Group 

environmental efforts.

Achievements of fiscal 2002

Internal environmental auditing is considered to be an important 

part of the whole YKK Group's efforts to promote environmental 

improvement. In the future we intend to implement internal 

environmental audits for all of the YKK Group's operations 

throughout the world as a part of our efforts to fulfill our 

environmental policies.

Continuing efforts

We have implemented group internal audits by experts in the company who support, advise and 

assist in improving the environmental performance of the entire group, including environmental 

risk management and the strength our system for legal compliance.

At the Tohoku Plant, we have sought to live harmoniously with 

the area since starting operations and have worked to achieve a 

park-like plant with water and vegetation. We had an 

opportunity to reevaluate our practices up until now when we 

received the YKK Group internal audit. Having experts in 

environmental fields from other parts of the YKK Group check 

our daily environmental efforts and provide us with a variety of 

advice and assistance, also gave us a chance to align our 

approach to the environment with the YKK Group and raise 

the level of our own efforts. I have no doubt that this process 

will also help us when the time comes for inspection for 

renewal of our ISO certification.

Since the Tohoku Plant handles a variety of materials, 

including aluminums, woods, resins, and glasses, I think that 

we have to overcome some extra difficulties and make 

additional efforts to protect the environment. However, if we 

can fully overcome these difficulties, I am sure that this 

accomplishment will give us great ability as a plant. This year 

we are also going to try to achieve zero emissions.
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