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Meeting the Challenges of Next-Generation Product Design 
and Manufacturing for a Sustainable Society

To Our Stakeholders 

Creating	New	Possibilities	for	Tomorrow	through	
Technological	Development	and	Innovation	

Pursuing	Innovation	at	All	Stages, 
from	Design	to	Manufacturing
YKK AP Inc. is aiming to create business value suited to the times 

and to provide advanced amenities for modern living and urban spac-

es. Our operations center on windows and doors that help create 

comfortable dwelling spaces, building facades that help beautify the 

urban landscape and other architectural products. 

 As a company committed to product design and manufacturing, 

YKK AP has always worked to apply a user perspective in its opera-

tions. Due to the energy supply issues emerging in Japan in recent 

years, emphasis is being placed on reducing energy consumption, 

particularly in dwelling spaces. In response, we are proactively devel-

oping products that help households and business offices better 

save energy by realizing greater heat shielding and heat insulation 

properties as well as ventilation performance. 

 We aspire to create dwelling spaces that harmoniously coexist 

with the Earth’s environment while being comfortable for all. The 

underlying concept of YKK AP products, “low-energy lifestyle,” does 

not simply mean using less energy, but living comfortably while 

using less energy. Applying this concept, we are focusing on devel-

oping high-insulation window products as well as on designing 

options for the spaces surrounding windows, proposing ways to 

combine these products for the better use of window space. 

 From the production perspective, efforts are under way to  

further streamline our production lines while reinforcing our plants’ 

earthquake-resistance and energy-saving capabilities. Moreover, we 

are streamlining the product delivery process as well as maintaining 

our zero emission activities. We will continue our pursuit of a manu-

facturing operation that coexists with the natural environment and 

contributes to a low-carbon, recycling-oriented society. 

 As we are committed to product design and manufacturing, our 

aspiration is always to deliver products that are of high quality and 

that create new value by helping make dwelling places more com-

fortable. In this way, we will contribute to the development of a more 

prosperous society. 
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President of YKK AP Inc.

YKK AP Inc. Environmental 

Policy Board Committee 

Chairman

Hidemitsu Hori

Contributing	to	the	Creation	of	a	
Sustainable Society 
When it comes to global business operations, we have always kept 

“fairness” as the cornerstone of our management activities in line 

with our “Cycle of Goodness” corporate philosophy and “YKK Seeks 

Corporate Value of Higher Significance” Management Principle. 

 Under the slogan “be a native,” we strive to put down roots in 

each country where we operate. We tailor our business to meet local 

market needs while hiring, nurturing, promoting and entrusting oper-

ations to local employees. The YKK Corporation’s ongoing contribu-

tion to local communities has always been underpinned by its 

long-term efforts to maintain a strong, reliable and trustworthy rela-

tionship with society through its business expansion. 

 By applying the above philosophy to our environmental activities, 

we have developed a communications network and a clearly defined 

responsibility structure covering 71 countries and regions. These are 

backed by a compliance system in place at each local unit to ensure 

adherence to environment-related laws, which can vary from country 

to country. 

 To reduce the environmental burden, we are also pursuing 

efforts to realize a drastic energy efficiency improvement while seek-

ing more efficient ways to utilize natural resources. Moreover, we 

are striving to protect diverse ecosystems through such initiatives as 

the YKK Group Tree Planting Day.

 Because we manufacture and sell products that are part of 

everyday life, we know that our products must be responsive to not 

only the needs of our industrial customers but also to those of the 

consumers who ultimately use them. We therefore place great 

importance on delivering products that add value to the clothing and 

other goods that our customers make.

 Going forward, YKK will step up its efforts to offer new value to 

people and society as a whole through its products and technological 

excellence. We will continue to promote the creation of a sustainable 

society by contributing to local communities through our business 

activities. 
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Contributing to Society through “Low-Energy” Technology

In its pursuit of Monozukuri,* the YKK Group has always met its chal-
lenges by applying its company philosophy, the “Cycle of Goodness” 
and the YKK Management Principle, “YKK Seeks Corporate Value of 
Higher Significance.” Since our founding, the cornerstone of our busi-
nesses has been formed by addressing one challenge after another. 
Even today, after developing our core fastening products and archi-
tectural products businesses in 71 nations and six regions all over the 
world, our stance remains the same.
 Our business climate is facing an era of drastic changes on a glob-
al scale. However, I believe we must view these changes as opportu-
nities and take on new challenges more boldly than ever before.
 The Fastening Products Business Group is working to become 
more cost competitive while responding swiftly to changing markets. 
The Architectural Products Business Group continues to create new 
value in the architectural products industry for single-family residenc-
es and high-rise buildings. We will meet diversified needs by stepping 
up our technological development and innovation, and we will always 
address the challenge of creating new value through Monozukuri.
 We will also continue to promote our corporate activities in all of 
our businesses, while taking a comprehensive approach to reducing 
our environmental impact and protecting and preserving nature and 
biodiversity. One of our basic management principles is contributing 
to the growth of a sustainable society. This principle represents our 
responsibility for the future. 
 Along with efforts to develop energy-saving manufacturing pro-
cesses, we will promote a “low-energy” lifestyle that allows people 
to live comfortably while using less energy. I believe that we have a 
responsibility to the future to make this “low-energy” approach wide-
spread.
 With an eye on achieving a harmonious coexistence with nature, 
the YKK Group will employ its technological capabilities to create new 
value that contributes to the sustainable development of society.  
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YKK Corporation Chairman & CEO
YKK AP Inc. Chairman & CEO
Tadahiro Yoshida

*  The art, science and craft of making things with a dedication to 
continuous improvement, as well as an emphasis on the thing that 
is being made and the act of making.


