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Presidents’ Messages 

Contributing	to	the	Creation	of	a	Sustainable	Society/ 
Moving	toward	a	Prosperous	Future

7
Section

Contributing to the Creation of a Sustainable Society 
When it comes to global management, we have always made 
“fairness” a cornerstone of our business operations and man-
agement activities in line with our “Cycle of Goodness” corpo-
rate philosophy and “YKK Seeks Corporate Value of Higher 
Significance” management principle. 
 Applying the above philosophy to our environmental activi-
ties, we have developed a communications network and a 
clearly defined responsibility structure covering 71 countries 
and regions worldwide. These are backed by a compliance sys-
tem in place at each local unit to ensure adherence to environ-
ment-related laws, which can vary in content from country to 
country. 
 It is essential that we do not lose sight of the importance 
of ensuring that customers of all generations can use our fas-
tening products with safety and comfort. Anticipating a tighten-
ing in the standard for lead content due to the passing in 2011 
of amendments to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act (CPSIA), we have developed and introduced 
new fastening products.
 With regard to production, we have been investing assidu-
ously in energy-saving technologies from early on and have 
succeeded in reducing the volume of CO2 generated by our 
operations. Moreover, we recycle our waste products and 
repurpose them as resources in line with our aim to achieve 
zero-emissions.

 Moving forward, the YKK Group will strive to continuously 
contribute to society in each of the countries in which we oper-
ate, redoubling our efforts and taking a community-based 
approach.
 In addition, focusing on execution and speed, the Group 
will work to further augment production efficiency through the 
improvement of its technological capabilities. Striving to reduce 
the environmental burden, we will also promote new approach-
es to resource utilization that help ensure the continuation of 
diversified ecosystems.
 We are determined to maintain our position as a manufac-
turer. Through the combination of core technologies, new 
approaches and innovative ideas, we are going to stride for-
ward to a new phase in our evolution. The YKK Group will con-
tribute to the realization of a sustainable society by providing 
and presenting customers and business partners with eco-
friendly products.

June 2012

YKK Corporation Environmental Policy Board Committee Chairman
President of YKK Corporation 
Masayuki Sarumaru

Moving toward a Prosperous Future
YKK AP Inc. is aiming to create business value suited to the 
times and to become a company that provides advanced ame-
nities to benefit not only the lives of individuals but urban spac-
es. Our operations center on the development of product 
series that help ensure comfortable dwelling spaces, such as 
windows and doors, building facades that help beautify the 
urban landscape, and other architectual products.
 As a company that applies technology for the creation of 
new value, our primary concern is always the quality and safety 
of our products. This commitment begins with product devel-
opment, where the prevailing theme is the creation of products 
that offer customers satisfaction, reliability, and eco-conscious 
solutions. 
 Lately, Japan’s industries have been facing such unprece-
dented hardships as restrictions on power consumption and 
the nationwide implementation of electricity saving measures. 
Given the circumstances, YKK AP is aggressively developing 
products that offer higher energy savings, for example, heat 
shielding, heat insulation, and ventilation products, aiming to 
help reduce energy consumption at the home and in the office. 
At the same time, we would like consumers to know that our 
products, while offering relief from extreme temperatures, help 
them realize eco-friendly lifestyles. In other words, replacing 
the windows brings you a more comfortable home, all you 
have to do is change the windows. Driven by a passion for  
creating comfortable dwelling places and earth-friendly spaces, 

YKK AP strives to communicate and present the public with 
products that reflect this approach. 
 We are also promoting energy saving in our manufacturing 
systems, utilizing more efficient facilities, streamlining our 
product transportation system, and stepping up zero-emissions 
activities aimed at cutting waste to zero. Through these and 
other efforts, YKK AP will continue to work toward the realiza-
tion of a low-carbon, recycling-oriented society.
 As stated above, our commitment to addressing environ-
mental issues is being carried out at all stages of our products’ 
life cycles, from procurement, production, and use to disposal. 
YKK AP is taking on the challenge of creating new value, not 
only for Japan but the world. We believe that these efforts will 
lead us into a new era.
 Pledging our intention to work with you in the construction 
of a bright and prosperous future society, we ask for the con-
tinued understanding and cooperation of our stakeholders.

June 2012

YKK AP Inc. Environmental Policy Board Committee Chairman
President of YKK AP Inc.
Hidemitsu Hori


