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Together with the global environment

Since the YKK Group established the YKK Group Environmental Charter in September 1994, the entire 

group has been working to protect the environment. The Environmental Charter expresses our quest to 

achieve harmony between the environment and the healthy and abundant lifestyles of humanity by 

protecting and improving the environment in all of our business activities. As global environmental problems 

deepen, the realization of a worldwide sustainable society with a stable material cycle is a crucial issue.

By promoting environmental policies in every YKK Group business activity in an organized and strategic 

manner, we are establishing environmental management systems, and contributing to the creation of a 

sustainable society.

The YKK Group approach to environmental efforts
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In order to clarify our commitment to society to 
protect the global environment as an enterprise, in 
1994, we made “promotion of business activity that 
is in harmony with the environment” our top priority 
and established a unified group environmental 
policy based on the YKK Philosophy. Believing that 
it is essential to approach environmental problems 
with a global perspective, we are implementing a 6-
region environmental management system that 
makes simultaneous progress possible in every 
part of the world.

YKK Group Environmental 
Management System

To reduce the environmental impacts caused by our 
main business of architectural materials and fastening 
products, the YKK Group has set four medium term 
fundamental environmental management policies. We 
are pursuing environmental goals in keeping with 
these policies.

Four environmental management 
promises Policy 1

Develop and provide eco-products 
and eco-services

The YKK Group is contributing to the 
creation of a sustainable society through 
our products

Policy 3
Create and use a global environmental 
management system

The YKK Group is continuing environmental 
management activities that put harmony 
with the environment first in every region 
of the world

Policy 2
Further enhance our efforts to 
reduce environmental impacts

The YKK Group is working to reduce 
the environmental impacts from our 
business activities even more

Policy 4
Promote environmental communication

The YKK Group is communicating with 
our customers because we believe that 
it is the most important aspect of 
environment policy
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97.4% of the water on the planet is seawater. 
Freshwater makes up only 2.6% of the water, 
a large amount of which is ice in the north 
and south poles. According to the United 
Nations, the pure freshwater near the surface 
that is relatively easy for us to access for 
drinking and other uses is a mere 0.007%. 
With the desire to continuously protect our 
precious water resources, the YKK Group 
works to achieve global water environmental 
protection with wastewater processing 
technology and equipment that can be used 
in every country and region in the world.

The YKK Group protects precious 
freshwater resources

After ordinary wastewater processing at our 
processing facility for wastewater from fastener 
dyeing, we also conduct a type of advanced 
processing called “activated carbon adsorption.”
As a result, BOD pollutant values from dyeing 
wastewater have been even lower than the value 
that we have agreed on with Kurobe City, which 
itself is much stricter than the national standard.

Advanced processing and recycling

Wastewater from the plant is processed in the 
processing facility and then discharged from the 
site. A sensor in front of the wastewater outlet, 
however, closes the gate in front of the outlet and 
redirects the wastewater to the emergency water 
tank if it detects anything unusual.
This emergency water tank can hold up to half a 
day of wastewater, allowing 12 hours to repair the 
problem and restore usual discharge.

Emergency wastewater tank
(risk management)

The YKK Kurobe Plant, the YKK AP Kurobe 
Manufacturing Plant and the Kurobe Ekko Manufacturing 
Plant are in Kurobe, a region known for its water.
Located in the Kurobe River alluvial delta, the area is 
blessed with abundant high quality underground water.
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By allowing recovered cooling water and rainwater to permeate underground, 
the groundwater in shallow layers of the watershed is recharged

Cooling water collection pond with permeable stonework boundaries

Rainwater permeable grid Rainwater permeable gutter Rainwater permeable asphalt (parking lot)

Classification of aquatic organisms collected at each 
point

Storage as specimensCollection of 
aquatic 
organisms

Clear stream 
trout

We conduct surveys of aquatic organisms in order to conduct comprehensive evaluation 
of the river environment that receives the plant wastewater discharge
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Use of natural light to reduce energy used for 
illumination (The New Zipper Company Ltd.)

Effective use of hot wastewater
(YKK India Pvt. Ltd.)

When we establish new plants and renew 
equipment, we make proactive efforts to promote the 
conservation of energy, including incorporating high-
efficiency equipment, implementing manufacturing 
process improvements and setting higher equipment 
management standards.
We are also participating in Team –6% and 
considering and initiating actions that individuals can 
take in their immediate environments.

Preventing global warming
We look at waste products as resources and 
recycle them with the goal of achieving zero 
emissions of waste disposal to landfill. In the 2005 
fiscal year, our Japanese production sites 
achieved zero emissions. We will seek to reduce 
our total amount of waste products and raise the 
quality of our recycling methods in the future to 
further minimize environmental impacts.

Resource recycling

Composting of organic 
waste and grass
(YKK Portugal-
Acessorios Para 
Vestuario Lda.)

Environmental impact reduction management

Installation of a high-efficiency boiler
(YKK Hellas A.E.B.E) Making cement materials from wastewater 

processing sludge (YKK Mediterraneo SPA)
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Strict compliance with laws and agreements 
underlies our efforts, but we are also striving to 
reduce environmental risks through such efforts as 
appropriate management of chemical substances, 
regional environmental preservation of soil, 
groundwater, the air and entire watersheds as well 
as by preventing environmental accidents.

Environmental risk management

Soil collection

Transformers stored using measures to keep 
them upright

< Soil inspections >
At the YKK Group, we consider soil protection to 
be an important administrative risk management 
issue from the perspectives of both regional 
environmental protection and land asset value 
preservation. We are conducting soil inspections 
at YKK Group facilities in Japan and have 
completed 172 of 322 locations to date. None of 
the inspected sites have required soil purification. 
We plan to complete inspections of all sites by the 
end of the 2008 fiscal year.

< PCB countermeasures >
In 2001, the Law Concerning Special Measures 
Against PCB Waste came into effect, requiring 
suitable processing of polychlorinated biphenyls 
by the 2016 fiscal year. We are managing and 
storing transformers, condensers, and other 
equipment containing PCBs in accordance with 
legal requirements. We will cooperate in 
processing plans created by local governments 
and conduct suitable disposal according to these. 
Furthermore, we established directives for the 
handling of equipment containing small amounts 
of PCBs at the YKK Group in fiscal year 2003. We 
are also forming a block storage system for group 
businesses in Japan.

Status of asbestos use in products

We have never used asbestos in any of our fastening products.
None of our current architectural products use asbestos, but we did make products that contained 
asbestos in the past. However, all of these products used asbestos in airtight conditions or in 
architectural products that are not dispersible, so we believe that the chance of asbestos scattering is 
extremely low. We still ask that appropriate disposal is conducted to prevent dispersal during 
disassembly. For more information about the use of asbestos in past architectural products and 
potential health risks, please see the following YKK AP website (in Japanese).

http://www.ykkap.co.jp/cominfo/asbestos/index.asp

Handling the asbestos problems of YKK Group businesses in Japan


